
OLD WEST TRIO 
 
From the first yodeling toe-tapper until the last lilting coyote chorus, the Old West Trio 
delivers uplifting cowboy and folk music to listeners of all ages. The trio, composed of 
Steve Ide, Leslie Ide, and Steve Johnson, is based in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, just a stone’s throw from where the Gold Rush of 1849 began. As lead 
guitarist Steve Johnson puts it, “The Old West is the most celebrated era of our American 
heritage and cowboy music is a history lesson with a melody.” To honor that heritage, the 
Old West Trio performs both traditional and contemporary songs that explore a variety of 
styles, including gunfighter ballads, western swing, classic Sons of the Pioneers, and 
lively yodeling tunes. Leslie Ide adds, “Our contribution to the cowboy culture is in 
capturing the spirit of the West in song.” 
 
The Old West Trio has performed from California to Montana, including the C.M. Russell 
Museum in Great Falls and the Wort Hotel's Silver Dollar Bar in Jackson, Wyoming. 
Other venues include the Western States Horse Expo (Sacramento, Calif.), the Elk Grove 
Western Festival (Elk Grove, Calif.), the Rhymers Rodeer (Minden, Nevada), and the 
historic Silver Queen Hotel (Virginia City, Nevada). They have appeared on several radio 
programs, including the Range 103.7 FM with Mason Tibbs (Jackson, Wyoming), Back 
Roads on KVMR 89.5 FM (Nevada City, Calif.), Radio Ranch with Mick Vernon on KNRY 
1240 AM, Horsemen's Radio Weekly, and the Chronicle of the Old West.  

 
The Old West Trio makes guest appearances in the summer for Scofield's Cowboy 
Campfire at the Red Mule Ranch in Fiddletown, California. They helped launch the 
popular chuck wagon dinner and cowboy music and poetry program in 1997.   

 
See more at www.oldwesttrio.com or contact 530-642-2280. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tony Ilardi 

 
 
Tony Ilardi loves to entertain people and performs original poems as well as old classic 
cowboy poetry and music. Tony grew up working on the cattle and sheep ranches in the 
Truckee area and spent a lot of time with his grandfather who was the town's blacksmith. 
His grandfather and mother got him started performing cowboy poetry and music at a 
very young age. He recalls singing the old classic, "The Strawberry Roan," on the Major 
Bowes show on KGO radio in San Francisco when he was three years old. Tony 
recorded an album called Campfires and Memories, which includes both poetry and 
song, accompanied by his gentle guitar style. He has had his original poems printed in 
such publications as Mother Earth News, Artifact, Horsetales, and the Nevada State 
Journal. He has been a featured artist at the Rhymers Rodeer at Minden, the National 
Cowboy Poetry Gathering at Elko, and for seven years at the Cowboy Campfire. Tony 
has performed on stage with such notables as the Sons of the Pioneers, Riders in the 
Sky, Ramblin' Jack Elliott, Rose Maddox, Don Edwards, and Waddie Mitchell. Tony lives 
in Fernley, Nevada, where he and his wife love to explore the beauty and intrigue of the 
high desert. 


